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Iterative MPA Planning Process

• Three rounds of marine protected area (MPA) planning
• Designed to gather information, test ideas, and learn from 

evaluations and other feedback
• Feedback and input from MLPA Initiative staff, Master Plan 

Science Advisory Team (SAT), Blue Ribbon Task Force 
(BRTF), California Department of Fish and Game (DFG), 
California State Parks, and public

Develop
Evaluate

Refine
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Iterative Process Timeline

Round 1 – External MPA Arrays
– Developed by community groups
– Due February 1, 2010, followed by evaluation 
– November 2009 – March 2010

Round 2 – North Coast Regional Stakeholder Group 
(NCRSG) Draft MPA Proposals 
– Developed by NCRSG
– Due May 20, 2010, followed by evaluation 
– March 2010 – July 2010

Round 3 – NCRSG Final MPA Proposals
– Developed by NCRSG
– Due September 2, 2010, followed by evaluation
– August 2010 – October 2010
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Round 1 SAT Evaluations

• Habitat Representation
• Habitat Replication
• MPA Size
• MPA Spacing
• Bioeconomic Models
• Marine Birds and Mammals
• Potential Impacts to Fisheries
• Water Quality
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Other Evaluations and Materials

• Maps (overview and subregional) 
• Description of MPAs
• Consideration of Existing MPAs
• Narrative Rationale
• Staff Summaries 
• Habitat Calculations 
• Goal 3
• DFG Feasibility Analysis 
• State Parks Analysis 

Materials available online at http://www.dfg.ca.gov/mlpa/mpaproposals_nc.asp
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Round 1 MPA Arrays

Array Name Number of 
MPAs (# SMRs)

Propose 
Tribal Uses?

Existing MPAs Proposal 0 5 (1) Does not 
propose tribal 
uses

External 
Proposed MPA 

Arrays from 
Community 

Groups

External  Array A (ExA) 15 (4) Yes, 10 MPAs
External  Array B (ExB) 12 (7) Yes, 10 MPAs
External Array C (ExC) 15 (0) Yes, 15 MPAs
External  Array D (ExD) 16 (7) Yes, 15 MPAs
External  Array E (ExE) 14 (6) Yes, 1 MPA
External  Array F (ExF) 13 (7) Yes, 13 MPAs
External  Array G (ExG) 13 (7) Yes, 13 MPAs
External  Array H (ExH) 10 (6) Yes, 10 MPAs

9 total MPA arrays/proposals evaluated in Round 1
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Round 1 MPA Arrays
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Round 1 MPA Arrays
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External Proposed MPA Array A
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External Proposed MPA Array B
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External Proposed MPA Array C
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External Proposed MPA Array D
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External Proposed MPA Array E

14

External Proposed MPA Array F
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External Proposed MPA Array G
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External Proposed MPA Array H
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Overlap Between Round 1 MPA Arrays

Pyramid Point

Reading Rock

Punta Gorda

Northern Bioregion
• Areas of high overlap

• Pyramid Point
• Reading Rock
• South Humboldt Bay
• Punta Gorda South Humboldt Bay

18

Southern Bioregion
• Areas of high overlap

• Punta Gorda*
• Ten Mile
• Point Cabrillo
• Navarro River Estuary

* Also listed for Northern Bioregion

Overlap Between Round 1 MPA Arrays

Ten Mile

Punta Gorda

Point Cabrillo

Navarro River
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Useful Feedback for the NCRSG

• Effectiveness of alternate designs for meeting 
science guidelines

• Areas where science guidelines have been met
• Areas where external MPA arrays fall short of 

meeting science guidelines
• Areas where science guidelines are difficult to 

meet
• Which specific MPAs help meet the various 

guidelines
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Mar 24-25 NCRSG receives feedback on external 
MPA arrays

May 3-4 SAT evaluations presented to the BRTF
BRTF provides additional Round 2 
guidance

May 19-20 NCRSG finalizes Round 2 draft MPA 
proposals

Jun 29-30 SAT reviews Round 2 evaluation results
Aug 30-31 NCRSG finalizes Round 3 MPA 

proposals
Oct 13-14 SAT reviews Round 3 evaluation results

Next Steps - Timeline




